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©Ijomas  ^Rural  district  Council 


Public  health  depart;  si  t, 

26  Last  SOUTHERimi, 

EXSTBR. 

aHIJaL  report  of  the  :  judicial  officer  of  health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  EI-miNG  31st  DECEMBER,  1951. 

Hr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  - 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1951,  and  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  general  health  of  the 
community  has  remained  .satisfactory. 

Except  for  the  outbreak  of  measles  the  number  of  infectious 
disease  cases  has  r.emp.ined  low  and  it  is  gratifying-  to-  note  that  no 
cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Infantile  Paralysis  occurred.  The  general 
public  must,  however,  be  warned  that  only  by  keeping  up  the 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  rate  to  the  high  level  so  far  obtained  can 
that  disease  be  kept  at  hay. 

ith  the  steady  increase  .in  fast  air  travel  the  dangers  of 
importing  Smallpox  from -foreign' countries  where  the  disease  is 
endemic  is  also  steadier  increasing  and  the  advisability  of 
protection  of  the  public  by  vaccination  in  infancy  is  greater  today 
than  ever  before. 

Regarding  the  vital  statistics  of  the  area  the  number  of 
live  births  (420)  showed  an  increase  of  27  over  195C,  whilst  the 
total  of  334  deaths  recorded  was  an  increase  of  18  over  the  previous 
year. 

The  average  age  at  death  reached  the  record  figure  of  70,05 

years. 

I  should  again  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Council,  and  all  the  members  of  the  staff,  for  their  help  and 
co-operation  given  to  me  during  the  past  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


July,  1952. 


L.  0.  ANDERSON 

H.D. ,  Ch.B. ,  D.P.  H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Draughtsman  : 

Mir.  F-.  Garland 
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CLERICAL  STAFF  : 


Mr.  B.J.  Hodgon 
Mr.  R. S.  Grainger 
Miss  0.  Battersby 
Miss  I.  Leeworthy 
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1.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres) .  118,972. 

Resident  Population  Mid  Year  1951  ...  31,800. 

(as  estimated  "by  Re gistrar  .General) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  9 >155* 

Rateable  Value  (31st. March, 1952)  ...  £158,253. 

Product  of  a  penny  rate .  £647. 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS 
(a)  Live  Births 


;  .  . 

Males. 

i  Females.  !  Total. 

Legitimate . 

193 

204  j  397 

J  Illegitimate.. 

13 

10  23 

Total. 

206 

214  420 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 


Standardised  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  ..16.63 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

England  and  Wales  ...  . . .  1 5.5 


(b)  Still  births 


Males. 

Females, 

Total.  1 

Legitimate. 

. T . . . 6 . 

5 

11 

Illegitimate . 

j  1 

— 

1 

Total 

1  7.  . 

J  5l... 

!  ^ _ * 

Still  birth  rate 

per  1,000  total 

live  births 

...  ...  28 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  estiva. ted  resident 

population  . 0.38 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  civilian  population 

England  and  Wales . 0.36 


(c)  Deaths 

Males  ;  Females  j  Total 
.  j  197  187  ;  584  • 

Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  . 12.03 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  pesident 

population . 10.3 

Death  rate  per  1,000  civilian  population  England 

and  Wale  s  ...  ...  12 . 5 
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(&)  Infant  Mortality-, 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age) 


legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males 

Pemales 

Total 

8 

6 

14  ) 

TOTAL 

8 

6 

14  J 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  .  33.4 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  England. 

and  Wales  .  29.6 


(e)  Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  .JSL  age 


t 

j  Legitimate 
j  Illegitimate 

Males 

Females 

Total  ! 

8 

4 

12  i 

i  TOTAL 

| 

8 

4 

12 

3.  LIVE  BIHEH  RAPE 

During  1951,  206  male  and  214  female  (total  420 )  children 
were  bom,  that  is  27  more  boys  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  total  births  showed  an  increase  of  27  over  the 
number  recorded  in  1950  (393). 

The  live  birth  rate  when  adjusted  for  unusual  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  local  population  (l 6.63)  was  higher  than 
that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  (l5.5/» 

The  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  36. 

The  following  table  shows  the  birth  rates  during  the  last 
ten  yearss- 


i  1942 :  1943 

19^4 

1945  1946 

1947 

1948 :  1949 

1 950 

‘195T’ 

A  3 4.6  13.0 

15.2 

16.0  16,3 

17.9 

15.5 

13.3 

12.4 

13.2 

3.  1  -  j  - 

- 

- 

15.5 

16,63 

0  15.8  116.5 

17.6 

16.1  : 19.I 

20.5 

17.9 

16.7 

15.8 

15.5 

A  -  Crude  birth  rate  -  St.  Thomas  R.D.0. , 

B  -  Standardised  birth  rate  -  St. Thomas  R.D.C. ,  (only  available 
C  -  Birth  rate  England  and  Wales.  since  1930  )• 
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km  HJEG-ITIMAIE  BIRTH  RATE 

Cf  the  420  children  horn  23  were  illegitimate  i.e. 

6  more  than  in  the  -  previous  year. 

Rate  -  Dumber  of  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  total  live 
births 


|1942 

1943 

1944!  1945 

19m 

1947  i  1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 1 

M.9 

64 *3 

74.7!  U7.0  87.0 

i  : 

57.0  |  48.5 

• 

43.5 

43.5 

55.0  | 

3.  STJhhBIRTHS 

luring  the  year  12  babies  were  bom  dead  which  represents 
a  still  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  of  0.38  which  is  approximate^  the  same  as  that  for 
England  and  Wales  (0.36), 

6.  DEATHS 

In  all  384  persons  normally  resident  in  the  district  died 
during  1951  (197  males,  187  females)  which  represents  a 
"corrected  death  rate"  of  12.03  but  which  when  allowance  for 
unusual  age  and  sex  distribution  lias  been  made  represents  a 
"Standardised  Death  Rate"  of  10.3  This  rate  is  .  approximately 
the  same  as  that  for  the  previous  year  (10.2)  and  is  below 
that  for  England  and  Wales  (12.5) 

The  following  table  shows  the  ■  corrected  and  standardised 
death  rate  for  the  last  10  years. 


I  Death 

!  Rates. 

1942 

1943 

1944: 1945 

194S 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950; 1951 

t 

i  St.  Thomas 

|  R.D.C., 

j  Corrected. 

12.8 

. 

13.0 

. 

23.0 

1 3.5 

11.7 

12.4 

10.2 

11.6 

12.0:12.03 

i 

i 

i 

Stand- 
|  -ardised. 

- 

- 

10.2:10.3 

i 

i 

i. 

j  England 
and 

Wales. 

11.6 

12.1 

11.6 

• 

11.4 

11.5 

.  ■  ••  ■  ••  • 

12.0 

10.8 

. 

11.7 

11.6!  12.5 

■i 

•  *  1 

-  i 

I 
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(a)  Causes  of  Death. 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  (data  supplied  by 
the  Registrar  General). 


j  Disease. 

Males 

|  Females 

Total  \ 

j  Tuberculosis : 

Respiratory 

6 

2 

!  8 

Other  Forms 

j 

1 

3 

4  | 

i  Syplxi.li. tic  Disease 

; 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

1  Whooping  Cough 

1 

0 

1 

1 

|  Meningococcal  infections 

0 

0 

0 

|  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

. 0 . 

f  Measles 

0 

~.  o 

0 

I  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

«•*# 

1 

Cancer 

27 

26 

53  | 

Diabetes 

1 

4 

5 

j  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
i  (Cerebral  haemorrhage  etc.) 

20 

27 

47 

|  Coronary  disease  (Heart  disease) 

24  j 

14 

. . 36 . 1 

)  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4  ; 

4 

8 

j  Other  Heart  Disease 

25  | 

53 

78 

|  Other  Circulatory  diseases 

8  j 

I 

9 

|  Influenza 

7  "J 

9 

16 

i  Pneumonia 

4  i 

3 

7 

!  Bronchitis 

io  ; 

8  • 

18 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4  | 

-.2 

<S . I 

i  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4  i 

o  H 

4 

Gastritis  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2  1 

0 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2  j 

2 

4 

6. 


continued  over:- 


Causes  of  Death  (continued) 


Disease. 

Males 

Females  | 

Total 

j 

hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1  5 

0  i 

5  ! 

j 

j  Pregnancy  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

1  j 

i 

t 

i 

Congenital  Malf orraations 

1 

2  | 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined 

diseases 

31 

18  j 

49 

s 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

i 

. 2 . 

. o . 'f 

. 2 

i 

All  other  accidents 

j 

5 

6  [ 

11 

i 

|  Suicide 

3 

i  | 

4. 

i 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

i 

0 

0  1 

0  j 

ALL  CAUSES 

197 

187  1 

384  | 

As  in  the  previous  year  the  most  prevalent  cause  of  death  was 
heart  disease  -  1 33  cases  (34.750  whilst  cerehral  haemorrhage 
caused  death  in  47  persons  (12,2$).  During  1951  deaths  from  cancer 
numbered  53  (14.2)  which  is  approximately  the  same  as  in  1950. 

(b)  Age  at  death 

Hoe  average  age  at  death  during  1951  was  7 0.05.  From  the 
table  "below  it  will  be  seen  that  the  steady  increase  in  the 
average  age  of  death  which  has  been  occurring  during  the  last  10 
years  has  been  maintained. 


! 

1942  1943  1944-^945  194T 

1947  :1948  :1949  1950 

B51 

Males. 

57.6  60.5  63.6  63.7  6O.7 

62.4  67.2  65.63  67.43 

66.91 

Females. 

66,8  69.1  67 »3  64.8  ;65.2 

69.1  n8.5  70.95  72.55 

73.42 

Both.  Sexes 

6l,6  64.2  65.5 ; 64.2  63.O 

65.6  67.8  68.36  69.93 

70.05  . 

England ;  M. 

i  :  :  .  : 

—  _  mm  — 

66.49 

jand 

'.Wales.  IP. 

?  '»■  -  —  *  — - 

:  i  i  '  ‘  -  • 

-  j  -  ;  - 

71.22  ; 

3S  Expectation  of  life  from  11  Pr ovi si onsl  Statistics  for  England  and 
Wales  1951".  .  " 

It  may  be  noted  here  that  50  yeans  ago  the  expectation  of  life 
for  a  male  child  was  48.53  years  and  a  female  child  52.38  years. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  in  cadence  of  deaths  of  various 
age  groups  (from  returns  supplied  by  local  Registrars  of  Births  and 
Deaths). 


Age  Groups* 

Males. . 

Females. 

Total. 

•  Percentage . 

Under  1  year 

8 

6 

14 

3.54 

1  and  under  2  years 

1 

1 

2 

.51  1 

i  2- 

2 

- 

2 

.51 

5- 

2 

1 . 

3 

.76 

10- 

- 

2 

2 

.51 

20- 

4 

2 

6 

1.51 

3<D- 

6 

3 

9 

2.27 

40— 

11 

6 

17 

4.31 

50- 

22 

7 

29 

7.32 

6o~ 

4L 

37 

78 

19.67 

70— 

63 

63 

126 

31.82  ( 

80- 

39 

56 

95 

23.99 

90- 

3 

10 

13 

3.28 

7.  INFANT  MORTALITY 

Fourteen  babies  (8  male  -  6  female)  under  the  age  of  1  year 
died  during  the  year  which  represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of 
33*4  .  This  rate,  although  low  is  nevertheless  higher  "than  that 
for  England  and  Wales  2 9*6.  Eight  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  babies 

who  were  premature,  and  5  were  congenitally  malformed. 


The  causes  of  deaths  of  these  infants  are  tabulated  herewith: 


Sex. 

Age. 

Cause  of  Death.  ' 

F 

1  hour 

la.  Haemorrhage  disease  of  new  bom. 

F 

2  hours 

la.  Spina  bifida,  and  hydrocephalus . 

M 

3  hours 

la.  Respiratory  failure  and  atelectasis 

b.  Sub  tentorial  haemorrhage . 

c.  Premahirity. 

M 

7  hours 

la.  Prematurity. 

2.  Haemolytic  disease  of  the  newborn. 

K.m 

...  1 . 

9  hours 

la.  Prematurity. 

15  hours 

la.  Neonatal, 
b.  Atelitasis. 

M 

I 

1  day 

la.  Heart  Failure, 
b.  Pleural  effusion  and  ascites. 

. M . 

. 1 . 

. x . 

1  day 

la.  Atelectasis, 
b.  Prematurity. 

3  days 

la.  Broncho  Pneumonia, 
b.  Prematurity. 

. 4  .days 

la.  Prematurity  (3ylbs)  (Twin  Pregnancy) 

1  week 

la.  Congenital  deformity  Of  heart. 

F 

2  weeks 

la.  Lt, broncho  pneumonia. 

. £ . 

F 

t 

s 

1  month  la.  Prematurity. 

8  months 

la.  Broncho  Pneumonia, 
b.  Congenital  heart  -disease. 

2.  Mongol.  ■ 
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8.  DEATH  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Males 

Females 

Total,  | 

:  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Never 

Enteric  Never 

- 

- 

- 

Diarrhoea ■  (under  2  years) 

mm 

9.  CANCER. 

The  incidence  of  deaths  from  Cancer  decreased  from  54 
(14,7#  total  deaths)  in  1950  to  53  (24.2  total  deaths)  in 
1951,  The  parts  of  the  body  primarily  affected  hy  the 
disease  is  given  in  the  following  table:— 


Stomach 

Males 

8 

Females  ; 

i 

1 

Total. 

1  9 

Cl . 

Brv'.aSt  . 

. 0  : 

0 

2 

2 

All  other  sites. 

15 

12 

27 

Total. 

27 

2.6 

53 

The  incidence  of  cancer  during  the  last  10  years  is  as 
follows:-  -  • 


Males. 

1942 

29 

194-3 

2  6 

1944 

24 

3245 

2  6 

1942 

17 

194.7  1942 

27  :  24 

1949 

27 

1950 

27 

1951; 

27  ! 

Females. 

22 

23 

29 

23 

2  6 

34 

29 

31 

27 

26 

Both 

Sexes. 

51 

49 

• 

53 

• 

49 

- 

43 

61 

53 

. 

58 

54 

53 

i 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population. 

h  1 

. 

On  ! 

-sj 

1.73 

1.82 

• 

H 

1.50 

2.12 

1.72 

1.86 

1.7 

1.66  1 

\ 
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10.  mPEGTIOUS  DTftflASflfi,. 

A  large  increase  in  the  number  of  notifiable  diseases 
occurred  during  the  year  viz,  from  262  in  1950  to  980  in 
1951.  This  increase  was  primarily  due  to  an  epidemic  of 
Measles  748.  The  disease  was  on  the  whole  mild  in  nature 
and  no  deaths  occurred  from  that  cause. 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  or  Diphtheria  occurred. 

Tabular  statements  of  Infectious  Diseases 
(a)  Incidence  of  Infectious  Disease 


Disease. 

1 

1  Cases 
;  Notified, 

{  Institutional 
!  cases  included 
|  in  0ol.2. 

Cases 
!  admitted 
|  to  Kosp. , 

Deaths.! 

1  Measles 

1 . 748 

18 

Whooping  Cough 

223 

r . 2 . - . . 

r . 1 . ~i 

!.  Scarlet  Dover 

28 

17 

!  1 

j  I)ysenteay 

8 

4. . . : 

. 3 . *1 

. A . j 

!  Erysipelas 

9  . I 

mm 

mm 

j  Pneumonia 

55 . i 

. 26 . I 

j . 2 . r . } 

mm 

j  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ; 

6 

mm 

mm 

)  Para  SJ/phoid . 

1 

- 

— 

mm 

j  Pood  Poisoning 

2 

- 

1  TOTAL  j 

:  : 

980 

47  I 

26 

1  j 

03)  In.cad.ence  of  Infectious  Diseases  grouped  according  to  age;- 


:  Disease 

liidor  1-  2- 

1. 1,..  ! . L . 

3- 

;4-  5-  10-13- 

20- 

j  35- 

;45~  65“ 

>:  Total.; 

'  Measles 

|  17 

49  70 

84|99  330 

ibd 

|  n 

p3 

r_ 

|  1 

i  - 

t  748  1 

;  Whooping  Cough 

!  7 

27,.  9 

23 

|2d 

50  \ 

- 

1  2 

1 1 

I  - 

mm 

|  123 

Scarlet  Pever 

mt 

j 

j  2 

CO 

VET 

6 

f . 6 

j!.  - 

mm 

- 

28 

|  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

mm  mm 

'  - 

- 

m*  m| 

- 

;  6 

j  - 

: :  -  ! 

- 

r . 6 . ] 

;  Pneumonia 

1 . 1 

[  1  1 

.  2 

mm. 

j  2 

1  “ 

~2 

m 

IT 

25] 

. 55 . | 

!  Erysipelas 

- 

:  **!  l\ 

mm  : 

~ 

. i 

I  lysentery 

- 

— 1  -j 

mm  ; 

— ! 

2 

!  1! 

3! 

—  I 

2  ; 

mm  : 

8 

|  Para  Typhoid 

-  ; 

- 

- ! 

mm 

f  mm  ; 

rnm  . 

ij 

- 1 

-  j 

—  ; 

1 

!  Pood  Poisoning 

~  j 

mm  mm 

mm  : 

•4 

'  ll 

mm  • 

i 

1 1 

mm  j 

. •> 

mm 

2 . 

;•  ... 

TOTAL, 

(all  cases) 

23  ; 

60;  81  221212409  63 1 

20 

37! 

2.5 1 

22  | 

25  | 

'980 
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(c)  Table  showing  the  incidence  (numbers  notified)  of  various  infectious 
diseases  during  the  last  10  years:- 


Disease. 

:  1 9b2 

j  194511944  1945 

!  1947  1948;  1949  j  1950  1931 

Measles 

8 

|  61 

j  33 

399 

92 

300 

1  -5s 

\b68 

1  23 

!748  | 

|  Whooping  Cough 

|  33 

1  39 

1  33 

i  92 

i  34 

1 103 

!  99 

1  63 

•  171 

1223 

Scarlet  Fever 

1  kh. 

38 

j  30 

I  24 

1  29 

|  21 

7 

j  53 

|  23 

j  28  | 

!  Diphtheria 

j  22 

10 

;  6 

1  3 

- 

3 

r  3 

- 

!  1 

mm 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

i 

|  - 

1  2 

3 

3 

;  2 

j  Pneumonia 

|  9 

|  15 

|  13 

1  6 

1  33 

|  33 

1 10 

32 

f  32 

[  35 

1  Erysipelas 

!  11 

17 

|  8 

1  6 

1  9 

7 

r  1 

'  & 

-1 

| . 9 . | 

|  Lysentery 

;•  20 

32 

|  27 

|  37 

1  5 

|  38 

1 

1 

! . 8 . 

•  j 

|  Para  Typhoid 

i  23 

|  3 

1  ^ 

«•* 

E 

- 

•M* 

- 

M 

«**» 

|  1 

i  Oph. Neonatorum 

- 

1  1 

1  | 

- 

1 

i 

- 

"  i  j 

- 

;  Oerebro  Spinal 

1  Fever 

3 ! 

1 

:  4 

|  3  ; 

2 1 

i 

2 

—  i 

1  ; 

i 

: 

!  Malaria 

:  J 

a* 

33  | 

-  | 

1 1 

•*« 

—  I 

i 

mm 

i  Ac.  Poliomyelitis  ; 

-  i 

M 

1  | 

-  | 

-  j 

•  5  I 

mm 

j 

3 

7  | 

mm 

!  Pemphigus 
j  Neonatorum 

a* 

2  i 

I 

-  i 

-  i 

2  ! 

-  ! 

- 

«  j 

-  | 

- 

;  Salmonella 

I  Infection 

-  | 

M 

1  j 

~ ! 

-  j 

4 1 

-  J 

'  - 

-  ; 

\ 

mm  | 

i  Jaundice 

■m— 

-  I 

3  | 

1 1 

1  | 

i 

-  j 

mm 

i 

j  Food  Poisoning 

i  j 

• 

“  : 

-  ! 

-  ; 

-»  i 

i 

-  1 

-  | 

1  1 

2 

1 

TOTAL 

1  • 

177| 

224 

241 1 

392  1 

232  | 

318  j 

164 ! 

641 1 

263  | 

980. 

11.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION* 


Diring  1951  there  were  384  children  imiunised  against  Diphtheria 
484  children  also  received  re-inforcing  injections. 

It  is  again  emphasised  that  even  though  the  number  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria  no m  occurring  is  very  small  the  danger  of  ncn-insitmised 
children  contracting  the  disease  is  as  great  as  ever  and.  in  consequence 
it  is  imperative  that  there  should  be  no  relaxation  ii  our  efforts  to 
obtain  the  immunisation  of  the  maximum  number  of  the  children  in  our 
district. 


12.  VACCINATION. 


During  the  year  under  review  297  successful!  vaccinations 
were  performed,  of  these  251  were  primacy  vaccina dons  in 
children  under  1  year  of  age,  and  46  from  1  year  to  4  years 
of  age  inclusive „ 


Primary 

Vaccinations 

1950 

1951 

Under  1  year  of  age 

96 

251 

Over  1  and  under  5  years 

120 

46 

TOTAL  under  5  years 

216 

297 

15.  POOD  POISONING-. 

Cf  the  two  cases  of  food  poisoning,  one  occurred  at 
Holcombe  Burnell  and  one  at  1  /bites tone.  There  sre  also  three 
suspected  cases  which  were  not  officially  notified.  One  at 
East  BidLeigh,  and  two  at  lympstcne  (mother  and  child)  who 
actually  developed  symptoms  while  on  holiday  at  Bournemouth. 

Below "is  a  full  report  of  cases  as  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  health. 


'  ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING-  NOTIFI  CATION'S .  1 

'  (oqrbected)  7  ■ 

1,  LOCAL  AUTHORITY,  St.Tlxomas  Rural  District  Council. 

IEAII.  '1951c 

2.  POCD  POISONING  NOTIFICATIONS  (Corrected)  RETURNED  TO  R »G>,  | 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.; 

-  •  1 

TOTAL  2. 

.  | 

5.  OUTBREAKS  DIE  TO  IDENTIFIED  AGENTS. 

Total  outbreaks  -  Total  cases 

Outbreaks  due  to:~ 

Cl.  Botulinum 
Other  bacteria  - 


;  4.  OUTBREAKS  OF  UNDISCOVERED  CAUSE 

Total  outbreaks  -  .  Total  cases  — 

j  . 

I  5.  S1NG-IE  CASES. 

r  Agent  identified.  Unknown  Cause.  Total. 

i  -  2  £ 


Chemical  Poisons  -  (d) 
Salmonella  Organisms  -  (e) 
Staphylococci  (including  toxin) 


4th  Quarter,  i 

1  I 


j 

I 

* 

r  y  = 
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14.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Forty-Pour  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  'were  entered  on  the 
register  during  the  year  under  review,  19  cf  these  cases  were 
males  and  25  were  females*  Hie  majority  (39)  of  the  cases 
vere  clinically  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  and  the  remainder 
(5)  ■were  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  other  parts  of  the  body. 

It  should  be  noted  that  9  cases  of  tills  disease  included 
in  the  figures  given  above  vere  pe.tients  who  :  had.  moved  into 
this  district  after  the  diagnoses  .  had  been  made. 

The  age  distribution  of  new  cases,  localisation  of  the 
disease  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  is  as 
follows : - 


/ 

|  Age 
!  Group. 

New  Oases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 
:  M  F 

Non-Re 

M 

spiratory. 

P 

Respiratory 
M  ‘  P 

Non-Re  spir  at  aty 
M  I  P 

i  0-1 

-  !  -  1 

u) 

. 

• 

!  1- 

l 

- 

- 

-  - 

'7  '  

.. : . 

!  5- 

-  . I . l 

- 

— 

- 

1 

. 

.  .  . 

15- 

4  1  9 

— 

2 

1 

- 

J . “  .... 

2 

25- 

3  3 

1 

2 

- 

[35- 

4  :  5 

1 

. 4 . 

1 . 

...i . .*!*. . 

- 

!«- . 

2  1 

. 

i 

1" 

- 

53- 

2  1  . 

. — . 

. 3 . 

1 

J . =. . 

V5- . 

~r- . I . ■  -  ' 

. 

. : . I . . 

i 

.  .. ~ . 

ALL 

I  AGES. 

ty  :  20 

3 

12 

4 

2 

39 

5 

1 6 

s  2 

TOTAL  44- 

TOTAL  18. 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  new  canes  of  ‘ 
Tuberculosis  since  1942:- 


a  i 

Pulmonary 

M 

1942!  1943 
'WT  15"'" 

1944j  1945 

194^  11947 

PM 

V 

m 

11951 

P 

17 

19 

9  !  13 

6  1  io 

16 

13 

10 

20 

Non 

Pulmonary 

M 

9 

11 

4 

3 

2  i  6 

3 

3 

,2  .j 

P 

6 

10 

4 

...  3 

&  1  3 

4 

5 

4 

5 

TOTAL 

56 

55 

3° 

i 

3° 

22  !  36 

_ LI _ 

39 

39 

40 1 

44 

Tuberculosis  (continued) 

The  number  of  cases  still  on  the  tuberculosis  -register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  as  follows: - 


Males 

Females 

Total 

I  Pulmonary 

155 

151 

306 

Non— Pulmonary 

55 

50 

105 

a 

j  Total 

210 

201 

411 

As  in  previous  years  on  receipt  of  the  notification  of  a  new  case  of 
Tuberculosis  the  housing  conditions,  milk  supply  etc.,  are  investigated 
in  collaboration  with  the  County  Chest  Physician.  ,  . and  where  necessary 
appropriate  recommendations  are  made  to  the  Housing  Committee. 

15.  VENEREAL  DISEASE  - 

As  from  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  Regional  Hospital;  Board  assumed  the 
responsibility  for  the  prevention  and  control  of  Venereal  Disease. 

Under  the  present  scheme  free  advice  and  treatment  is  available  to 
all  persons  at  the  following  centre: - 

EXETER 

Males  ...  Females 

.Royal  Devon  &  Mon.  3  -  5  p.n.  ~  Mon.  6  "~~7  p.m. 

Exeter  Hospital  Fri.  6-8  p.m.  Fri.  3-5  p.n. 

16.  MORATORY  FACILITIES  - 

Bacteriological  and  Serological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the 
Public.  Health  Laboratory,  -  7  Dix' s  Field,  Exeter^  under-  the  direction 
of  Dr.  B.  Moore,  whose  ready  co-operation  and  help  I  wish  to  acknowledge. 

17.  HOSPITAL  FACILITIES  - 
(a)  General  - 

The  population  of  the  District  is  well  served  by  the  following 

Hospitals:--  .  , 

.  .  '--‘v  .  .( 

(1)  Royal  Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital-,  Southernhay  East,  Exeter;— 

(‘phone  2261)-  300  beds  » 

(2)  Exmouth  Cottage  Hospital,  Claremont  Grove,  Exmouth  — 

(’phone  4381)  -  45  beds. 


(continued  over) 
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(Hospitals  continued) 

GENERAL 

(3)  Budleigh  Salterton  Cottage  Hospital  (’phone  Bud. Salt.  20)  -  22  "beds. 

(4)  Princess  Elizabeth  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Buckerell  Bore,  Exeter  - 

('phone  Exeter  54217)  ~  114  beds. 

(5)  West  of  England  Eye  Infirmary,  Magdalen  Street,  Exeter  - 

(’phone  Exeter  3183)  -  62  beds. 

(6)  A  Plastic  Surgery  Centre  is  held  at  the  Royal  Devon  &  Exeter 

Hospital  on  the  second  Thursday  of  each  month.  Mr.  Fitz-Gibbons 
and  Mr,  Bocienham  of  the  South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board 
attends. 

(b)  Maternity  - 

(1)  Poltimore  Nursing  Home  -  15  beds  (and  2  Isolation). 

(2)  Redhills  House,  St.  Thomas,  Exeter. 

(3)  Royal  Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital  for  complicated  or  difficult  cases. 

( c)  Isolation  - 

Exeter  City  Isolation  Hospital,  Whip ton  (’phone  Exeter  67158). 

(d)  Smallpox  - 

A  Smallpox  Hospital  of  28  beds  at  Upton  Pyne  administered  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  is  available  in  case  of  need  ( ’phone 
Stoke  Canon  207). 

Should  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  require  the  services  of  a 
Consultant  arrangements  have  been  made  to  call  upon  either: - 

Dr.  C.  Seward,  20  Southernhay  West,  Exeter 
or 

Dr.  W.  Laird,  City  Hospital,  Exeter. 

IS.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  '.v'SLFARE  - 

Under  the  County  Council  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  held  at:- 

(1)  The  Council  School,  Alphington  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  from 

2  p.m.  to  4  p.m.  and  attended  by  Dr.  Walker; 

(2)  The  Girl  Guide  Room,  Broadclyst  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Thursday  from 

2  p.m.  to  4  p.m.  at  which  Dr.  Lockhart  attends; 


15. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  (continued) 


(3)  The  Shack,  Slewton,  Whimple,  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursday  from 

2  p.m.  to  4  p.m.  (attended  hy  Dr.  Gunner  on  the  4th  Thursday 
only) ; 

(4)  The  School  Room,  Kenton,  on  the  1st  and  3**d  Tuesday  from  2  p.m. 

to  4  p.m.  attended  hy  Dr.  Walker; 

(5)  The  Cottage,  Lynpstone  every  Wednesday  attended  hy  Dr.  Moore J. 

(6)  The  Memorial  Hall,  Topsham  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursday  from 

2  p.m.  to  4  p.m.  attended  hy  Dr.  Walker* 


During  the  year  the  following  attendances  were  made : - 


Parish 

Mothers 

1 

1  Alphington 

j 

j  262 

i  + 

;  41 

j  Broad clyst 

i  262 

22 

j  Whimple 

!  222 

15 

Kenton 

j  301 

17 

Lynpstone 

j  170 

18 

Topsham 

1  375 

47 

\  Infants 

1-5 

years 

i 

t 

: 

•;  + 

i  ] 

4* 

!  190 

25 

138 

19 

f  162 

20 

180 

I  3 

1  128 

i  ■  13 

190 

1  7  ! 

!  190 

1  13 

172 

j  160 

21 

31 

1  11 

|  228 

i 

35 

1 

j 

231 

19 

(  +  Columns  denote  attendance  for  the  first  time) 
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19.  SURVEYOR  AND  SENIOR  SAM T ARY  INSPECTOR*  S  REPORT: 


The  Surveyor  and  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  7.T.  Hawker)  has 
kindly  submitted  the  following  report:  - 

"I  hog  to  submit  a  report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  my  Department 
during  the  year  1951* 


The  year  saw  some  changes  in  the  administration  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  as  the  supervision  and  management  of  main  water  supplies  and  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  passed  from  this  department  to  a  separately  created 
Engineer's  Department  as  and  from  the  1st  of  May* 


In  order  to  facilitate  the  changeover  it  xjps  thought  good  policy 
not  to  proceed  with,  or  accelerate,-  any  mooted  during  the  latter 

part  of  1950,  so  that  the  new  department  mure  able  to  start  without  the 
handicap  of  taking  over  partially  completed  schemes. 

Incidentally  with  the  creation  of  the  Engineer' s  Department  two 
of  my  staff  (Messrs  Felstead  and  Garland)  were  transferred,  and  I  must 
stress  here  that  although  ,  naturally,  there  was  diminution  of  work  the 
resulting  loss  of  technical  staff  was  out  of  all  proportion,  with  the 
consequent  effect  of  placing  a  very  great  strain  on  the  remaining  out¬ 
door  staff,  and  this  to  a  great  degree  can  possibly  effect  the  efficiency 
of  the  department  generally  -  due  to  the  fact  that  sufficient  time  cannot 
be  spent  on  any  particular  part  of  the  ’work* 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  -  Section  269  - 

Moveable  .Dwellings  -  During  the  year  1951  there  were  27  new 
applications  under  the  above  Act,  of  which  24  were  granted  and  3  refused* 
There  were  also  14  applications  for  renewal  of  existing  licences,  13 
granted  and  1  refused*  At  the  end  of  the  year  58  licences  were  in 
operation,  36  of  which  had  been  issued  for  a  period  of  more  than  12  months* 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Drainage: 

No 

To 

No 

Milk  & 

Food 

Inspections: 

private  house  drains  connected 

to  sewers 

85 

drains  repaired 

7 

cesspools  emptied  and  cleansed 

15 

Butchers 

46 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

16 

1 

Grocers 

87 

Greengrocers  &  Fruiterers 

10 

Dairies  &  Milks  hops 

31 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

185 

Restaurants 

54 

FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1938  - 

Ice  Cream:  No.  premises  registered  63 

No*  premises  registered  but  not  retailing  3 

No.  premises  selling  pre-packed  ice  cream  48 

No*  premises  selling  loose  ice  cream  7 

No*  premises  selling  loose  ice  cream  and  pre-packed  7 

No.  manufacturers  (  1  cold  mix  and  1  pasteurised)  2 


During  the  year  under  review  185  visits  were  made  to  registered 
premises  and  133  samples  of  ice  cream  taken. 

The  position  remains  as  in  previous  years,  by  far  the  largest  amount 
of  ice  cream  retailed  in  the  District  -is  manufactured  outside  the  area* 


It  will  be  noted,  that  the  number  of  retailers  has  increased  by  8, 
the  whole  of  which  are  retailing  the  pre-packed  article*  In  addition 
two  retailers  have  changed  from  selling  loose  ice  cream  to  pre-packed 
and  two  further  have  ceased  to  retail  ice  cream* 
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ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES: 


Grade 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1 

94 

58 

22 

7 

u  7 

(70.68$ 

(54.2  %) 

(45.82$ 

(33.34$ 

(20.0  $ 

2 

16 

32 

6 

4 

9 

(12.03$) 

(30.0  $ 

(12.5  ?) 

(19.05) 

(25.66$ 

3 

16 

11 

10 

3 

12 

(12.03$ 

(10.2  # 

(20.84$ 

(14.32$ 

(34.34;?) 

4 

7 

6 

10 

7 

7 

c  5.26;) 

(  5.6  >?) 

(20.84$ 

(33.34;;) 

(20.0  $ 

The  above 

is  a  tabulated 

statement 

of  results 

of  samples 

and  give; 

a  pleasing  picture  to  notice  the  improvement  in  the  number  of  samples  in 
Grade  1,  which  proves  4that  the  work  of  the  department  is  definitely 
effective. 

FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT  -  Food  Hygiene  -  '  |  '  „v 

The  hygienic  handling,  storage  and  sale  of  food  has  received  a  great 
deal  of  attention,  as  far  as  other  duties  have  allowed,  and  during  the 
year  431  inspections  of  premises  have  been  made.  I  am  pleased  to  report 
there  has  been  an  improvement  in  conditions  generally,  but  with  a  small 
staff  it  has  not  been  possible  to  give  sufficient  attention  to  this,  one 
of  the  most  important  duties  of  a  Local  Authority.  There  are  over  500  food 
premises  in  the  District  and  it  is  a  physical  impossibility  to  regularly 
inspect  all  these  premises  as  it  would  be  a  full  time  job  for  a  Sanitary 
Inspector.  I  feel  the  time  has  arrived  to  give  far  more  attention  to  food 
premises,*  the  public  are  demanding  that  food  should  be  handled  under  the 
best  possible  conditions  and  this  is  fully  supported  by  the  Nat io ml  Press. 

The  food  traders  have  fully  co-operated  in  carrying  out,  the  necessary 
improvements.  The  greatest  difficulty  has  been  with  bakehouses,  as  in  the 
main  these  are  situated  in  old  and  out-of-date  buildings  which  are 
difficult  to  modernise. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  specified  food  premises  which 
have  been  made  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  as 
a  result  of  action  by  my  Department*  — 


Ice  Cream  Premises 

16 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

14 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

8 

Butchers 

6 

Bakehouses 

5 

Public  Houses 

3 

Fried  Fish  Premises 

2 

'Improvements  carried  out  to  these  premises  included  the  following: - 


Provision  of  proper  washing  facilities  -  18 

Cleansing  and  re-decorating  •  26 

Provision  of  and  improvements  to  means  of 

ventilation  15 

Provision  of  additional  sanitary  accommodation  or 

improvements  to  existing  ,  4 

FOODSTUFFS  COITOEMEED  &  DESTRQVHn  - 


Cuts.  Qrs.  •  Lbs. 


1-Pig’ s  carcass  and  offal 

1 

2 

10 

Oatmeal 

•*> 

2 

Bacon 

1 

7 

Crab  Meat 

- 

hi 

Total 

2 

1 

2li 

929-Tins  of  Assorted  Foodstuffs 

16 

2 

14 

19 

— 

li 

18. 


GLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN  - 


In  the  month  of  January  in  conjunction  with  the  neighbouring 
Urban  Districts  of  Exmouth  and  Budleigh  Salterton,  an  extensive 
"Glean  Pood"  campaign  was  organised. 

The  majority  of  the  foodshops,  restaurants,  cafes  etc.  were 
visited,  food  bye-laws  distributed  and  the  food  handlers  interviewed 
and  invited  to  attend  lectures  and  a  film  show.  The  latter  were 
held  on  different  evenings  at  Exmouth,  Budleigh  Salterton  and 
Topsham,  each  place  catering  for  food  handlers  within  this  District. 

.In  each  case  the  proceedings  were  opened  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  of  the  respective  Councils  and  interesting 
discussions  were  held  at  the  conclusion  of  each  film.  On  the  whole 
the  evenings  were  very  interesting  and  instructive  and  should  prove 
to  persons  in  che  xood  trade  that  the  public  welfare  and  the  prevention 
of  food  poisoning  can  be  helped  by  personal  hygiene  and  cleanly  and 
careful  handling  of  food. 

The  work  of  inspection  of  all  food  establishments  is  something 
which  in  these  enlightened  days  the  general  public  have  grown  to 
expect,  but  it  places  an  ever-increasing  burden  (if  it  is  to  be  carried 
out  efficiently)  on  the  small  staff  of  this  department  in  such  a  large 
District. 

WATER  SMILES  - 

.During  the  year  125  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination,  10  samples  were  taken  as  a  matter  of  routine  to  ensure  the 
bacteriological  quality  of  the ' mains  supplies  in  various  parts  of  the 
District,  and  of  these  37  on  approximately  95/"  we re  satisfactory,  the 
remainder  being  to  a  slight  degree  unsatisfactory.  Where  an  unsatisfactory 
sample  was  obtained  every  endeavour  was  made  to  locate  possible  sources 
of  contamination  and  further  test  samples  obtained  until  the  trouble  was 
traced  and  rectified. 

The  following  is  a  tabulation  of  results  of  these  bacteriological 
examinations  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health!  s  classification 
for  piped  supplies.  As  this  is  of  a  high  standard  it  does  not  follow 
that  because  water  from  wells  and  springs  do  not  fall  within  Class  1  or 
2  they  are  necessarily  unsatisfactory  for  those  particular  sources  of 
supply.  In  fact  out  of  the  48  samples  which  fell  within  Class  4  in 
respect  of  private  wells  some  25/  were  considered  by  the  Bacteriologist 
as  satisfactory  for  that  type  of  supply. 


Classification 

PUBLIC 

Mains 

SUPPLY 

Wells 

PRIVATE 

Mains 

SUPPLY 

Wells 

Total 

Class  1.  (Highly  satisfactory) 

37 

2D  • 

47 

"  2.  (Satisfactory) 

4 

- 

2 

— 

6 

"  3*  (Suspicious) 

»4 

— 

2 

5 

11 

4.  (Unsatisfactory) 

5 

1 

7 

.48 

61 

5.0 

1 

11 

6.3 

;  125 

At  the  end  of  1951  of  the 

total  of  9,282  Rated  properties  in  the 

District  3 ,998  were  connected  to  the  Public  Water  Supplies  and  a  further 
210  obtained  water  from  standpipes  off  such  mains. 


19. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  comprehensive  colle'ction  of  refuse  throughout  the  District 
continued  to  function  satisfactorily  and  the  salvage  collection  started 
at  the  end  of  the  previous  year  began  to  improve  (see  separate 
paragraph) • 

The  disposal  of  refuse  was  hy  controlled  tipping  at  the  following 
places:  - 

CHRISTO?/ 

TOP  SHAM 
WOODBURY 
STARCROSS 
EXMINSTER 

It  became  apparent  during  the  year  that  either  (a)  a  large  site 
or  (b)  several  small  sites  will  have  to  be  found  on  the  Eastern  and 
Northern  parts  of  the  District  in  the  very  near  future,  if  the  needs 
of  the  greater  population  are  to  be  met,  and  the  economy  of  the 
scheme  effected.  Quarry  sites  are  far  from  ideal  as  effective 
control  is  not  easy  at  great  depths.  The  sites  to  be  aimed  at  'are 
low-lying  land  which  could  with  advantage  to  all  be  re-claimed  and  raised 
several  feet.  Every  endeavour  will  be  made  to  find  such  sites. 

SALVAGE  -  During  the  year  the  necessity  arose  to  renew  our  efforts  to 
collect  as  much  salvageable  materials  from  refuse  as  possible,  both 
from  a  National  and  local  economic  standpoint,  as  such  commodities 
were  bringing  good  prices.  In  fact  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  the  prices  obtained  were  so  high  that  the  Council's  scheme 
suffered  by  reason  of  the  following: - 

(a)  Housholders  and  traders  selling  the  best  quality 

paper  to  merchants; 

(b)  Many  organisations  collecting  and  selling  salvage 

to  raise  funds; 

(c)  Salvage  put  out  for  collection  by  our  employees 

being  "confiscated"  by  "private  enterprise". 

As  envisaged,  however,  prices  began  to  fall  during  November  and 
December  due  to  the  Mills  being  flooded  with  surplus  waste,  and  I 
believe  that  prices  for  such  materials  will  continue  to  fall  and 
eventually  reach  a. more  reasonable  level.  This  may  reflect  favourably 
on  Local  Authorities'  schemes  in  that  a  greater  weight  of  paper  etc* 
would  no  doubt  be  collected  and  this  would  effect  the  lowest  prices 
per  ton.  The  weight  collected  and  the  gross  value  received  are  as  follows: - 


Materials 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

£ 

:  s  : 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

80 

16 

- 

1,314 

:  3  : 

8 

Scrap  Metal 

8 

2 

3 

17 

43 

:16  : 

2 

Rags 

- 

17 

3 

- 

22 

:  3  : 

9 

89 

16 

2 

17 

£  1,382 

:  3  : 

7 

This  tip  will  last  for  several  years  as  it  serves 
only  a  small  area. 

Will- be  completed  about  the  middle  of  1952. 

?/ill  be  completed  early  in  1952. 

Will  last  several  more  years. 

Only  just  commenced  and  will  last  about  two  years* 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES  —  Routine  Inspections  — 


It  was  decided  by  Committee  in  June  last  that  in  order  to  effect 
some  economy  with  regard  to  repairs,  innovations,  and  decorations  of 
council  houses  and  to  ensure  that,  with  the  exception  of  urgent  matters, 
all  such  work.be  carried  out  on  sites  en  bloc,  that  the  houses  be 
periodically  inspected  both  internally  and  externally. 

Before  the  date  of  inspection  tenants  are  notified  and  given  an 
approximate  time  in  order  to  facilitate  entry  and  avoid  undue  annoyance 
or  waste  of  time. 

Although  the  procedure  is  only  in  its  infancy  it  is  already  proving 
a  good  scheme  especially  with  regard  to  the  more  dilatory  tenant,  as 
they  certainly  make  an  effort  to  clean  up  the  premises  before  an 
inspection  takes  place. 

following  is  a  list  of  sites  so  far  inspected,  together  with  an 
analysis  of  the  grade  of  tenant,  general  standard  of  maintenance  and 
cleanliness  of  the  houses.  On  the  whole  the  majority  of  tenants  do 
appreciate  that  they  have  good  houses  and  try  to  do  their  part  in 
maintaining  in  good  and  cleanly  condition  the  interior  of  the  premises, 
which  in  itself  reflects  on  the  general  cost  of  maintenance:  - 


No.  of  Houses 


;  HOLCOMBE  BURNELL  2 
IDE  P2 
'KENNFORD  12 
KENTON  ( incl.  STARCROSS)  68 
jLIMP  STONE  24 
iPINHOE  (Harrington  Lane)  12 
iTEDBURN  ST.  MARY  10 
iTOPSHAM  40 
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ANALYSIS 

!  EXCELLENT  (decorations  perfect  and  the  tenant 


obviously  houseproud)  53 

j  GOOD  (decorations  reasonable  and  house  clean)  67 

:  FAIR  (tenant  is  cleanly  but  perhaps  owing  to 

lack  of  finance  the  house  is  not  as 
well  decorated)  51 

POOR  (tenant  careless  or  a  poor  manager, 

decorations  etc.  shabby)  9 


Efforts  are  being  made  to  bring  the  nine  poor— graded  tenants  up 
to  a  higher  standard,  and  these  efforts  appear  to  be  greatly 
appreciated.  It  is  hoped  that  the  higher  standard  will  be 
maintained. 


MAINTENANCE  of  COUNCIL  HOUSES  and  HUTMENTS  - 

General  works  carried  out  to  Council  Houses  and  the  Hutments 
administered  by  the  Council  included  the  following: - 

ALPHINGTON  -  Dawlish  Road  Hutments  - 

These  were  generally  overhauled,  the  Nissen  type  huts  being  treated 
with  a  special  solution  by  Messrs  Evodes  Ltd.,  to  render  them  wea the rp roof • 

HONITQN  CLYST  -  Airport  Hutments  - 

Similar  treatment  was  carried  out  to  these  hutments,  and  in  addition 
the  ex-. Women’s  Land  Army  Hostel,  which  consisted  of  two  large  Nissen  type 
huts  and  another  building,  to-  which  liad  been  added  an  ex— Army  hut  (wooden 
type)  were  altered  and  made  into  eight  flats  for  the  accommodation  o£  ' 
families  in  dire  need  of  re-housing. 
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PINHOE  -  Chancel  Lane  Hutments  - 


These  were  improved  "by  the  fixing  of  expanding  metal  outside  and 
cement  rendering  the  exteriors  in  place  of  Ruberoid  felting,  which  had 
fallen  into  disrepair*  This  work  considerably  improved  these  huts  or 
flats  in  appearance  and  durability.  In  addition  the  drainage  was 
improved  by  the  demolition  of  an  existing  badly  constructed  sewage  tank 
and  thexdrains  laid  directly  to  the  sewer. 

EX  MINSTER  - 

The  mains  vrater  was  provided  to  both  existing  housing  sites  knovm 
as  "River  View"  and  "Hillcrest" .  . 

HARPFORD  -  Newton  popplef  ord  - 

Additions  were  made  to  Nos.  1  to  6  School  Lane  by  the  construction 
of  a  bathroom,  including  water  closet,  and  electric  copper,  thus 
bringing  these  houses  more  into  line  with  present  day  standards. 

YUETESTONE  -  Mains  water  supply  provided,  earth,  closets  converted  into 
water  closets,  the  drainage  amended  and  new  drainage  laid,  also  new 
outfall  provided. 

In  addition  the  effluent  from  such  outfall  was  piped  across  a- field 
to  discharge  at  some  considerable  distance  from  the  houses. 

PLANNING-.  BYE  "LAWS  AND  CIVIL  BUILDING-  LICENCING  -  PLANS  - 

During  the  year  518  plans  were  submitted  for  consideration  by  the 
Council  under  various  headings,  representing  an  increase  of  1 6^*  compared 
to  the  previous  year.  Of  these  103  were  for  Building  Bye-law  approval, 
184  for  Bye  -lav/  and  Planning  approval,  and  231  for  Planning  approval 
only.  The  total  number  of  plans  approved  during  the  year  were  453  ?  of 
which  3^0  were  given  permanent  approval  and  93  given  temporary  approval. 
Those  disapproved  totalled  23  and  the  remainder  were  still  under 
consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  the  518  plans  submitted  39  were 
in  respect  of  new  dwellings,  11  for  conversion  of  existing  stables,  out¬ 
buildings  etc.  into  dwellings  and  6  in  respect  of  the  conversion  of  very 
large  houses  into  11  flats.  The  remainder  were  for  additions,  alterations, 
and  site  plans.  These  figures  do  not  include  new  Council  Houses  etc. 

CIVIL  BUILDING  LICENCING  - 

During  the  year  there  were  23  licences  issued  for  the  erection  of 
new  dwellings  and  in  connection  with  these  13  supplementary  licences  were 
also  issued  to  cover  additional  costs  of  labour,  materials  etc. ,  making  a 
total  of  36  licences  in  all  for  the  1951  programme.  There  were  also  9 
licences  issued  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  for  the  erection  of  new 
houses  in  the  1952  programme. 

With  regard  to  licences  for  repairs,  additions,  conversions  etc. 
the  position  remained  very  difficult  throughout  the  year, -the  quota  for 
each  Quarter  remining  at  the  figure  fixed  for  1950  viz.  £4,786,  whilst 
the  value  of  applications  carried  over  from  1951  to  1952  was  oyer  £30,000 
as  compared  with  £11,000  carried  over  from  1950  to  1951.  As  .previously  • 
reported  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  quota  allowed  for  repairs,  upkeep, 
etc. . 01  housing  property  is  far  too  low  and  could  (with  advantage  and 
benefit  to  all  concerned)  be  at  least  doubled. 


PREVENTION  0E  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS' ACT,  1949  - 


No.  of 

Aufefiority 

“ssJMgs 

cui^ui’al 

Olliers 

TotaSl 

properties  m  District 

31 

8,143 

806 

302 

9,282  i 

No. 

. "  inspected 

28 

1,119 . 

. . . 8 . 

. 11 . 

. 17X66'"! 

No. 

untested  by 

Rats  -Major  2 

153 

6I7 . 

4 

2 . 

9 

168  j 

656  : 

No*. 

"  infested  by 

. . 

Mice 

1 

15 

-  M 

16  ! 

No, 

"  treated 

13 . . 

'  17I" . 

“T . 'T— 

.  20T] 

Totals 

95 

10,218 

826 

335  . 

11,474  ! 

No.  of 

"Block"' -control  schemes 

carried 

out  -  58. 

22.  .  .  ; 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948  - 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  prescribed  particulars  on  the 
administration  of  the  above  Acts:- 


1»  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  ol  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspection 
made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors)  - 


: 

Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

(Factories  in  which  Sections 

| 1,2,3, A  and  6  are  to  be 
!  enforced  by  L*A. 

| 

48 

2 

5 

(Factories  not  incl.  in  above 
jin  which  Sec* 7  is  enforced 

I  by  L.A. 

107 

34 

2 

1 

M 

Totals 

153 

36 

7 

•MV 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  77ERE  FOUND  - 


i 

Number  uf  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 

i 

: 

Referred 

prosecutions 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied  Anspecfer 

Inspecfer 

were 

instituted 

\ 

Want  of  cleanliness 

6 

3 

(Sanitary  Conveniences 
|  (unsuitable  or  defective)! 

1 

1 

- 

Totals 

i  -  -  —  - 

7 

4 

1 

- 

3*  OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 

No.  of  out—' workers  -in 

Nature  of  Work, 

August  list  required 
by  Sec.  110(l)(c) 

:  Wearing  apparel  -  Making  etc*  - 

j  j 

16 

•Furniture  and  Upholstery 

. . r  . 1 . . . . i 

Total 

17 

— 


HOUSING-  INSPECTIONS  : 


The  work  of  the  Department  under  this  heading  was  as  follows :- 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS: . 


Houses  inspected 
Visits  made 

Informal  notices  served 
■  Statutory  Notices  served 
HOUSING  ACTS: 


71 

138 

69 

5 


Abated  36  Work  commenced  10  In  hand  23 
Abated  2  Work  Commenced  -  In  hand  3 


83 


Houses  Inspected  51  Visits  made 

No*  reported  as  not  being  in  all  respects  fir  for  human  habitation 
Demolition  Proceedings  under  Sec.  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

Demolition  Orders  made  —  1  Undertakings  accepted  -  2* 

23.  ’  . 
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20.ENGINEER*  S  REPORT  ON  WATER  AND  SEWAGE  SCHEMES  - 

The  following  details  have  kindly  "been  submitted  "by  the  Engineer 
(Mr.  C.H.  Pendlebury)  regarding  schemes  undertaken  in  the  year  1951/52  — 


SEWERAGE  ARP  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL; 

EXMINSTER  -  The  out-fall  from  the  Village  is  a  9"  sewer  laid  at 

a  gradient  of  1  in  450«  As  a  result  it  is  not  self¬ 
cleansing,  and  frequent  "blockages  occur* 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  clearing  of  these  cho Images, 
10  new  manholes  were  constructed  at  intermediate  points 
to  reduce  the  rodding  length*  In  the  Same  Contract  for 
the  manholes  was  included  the  chaining  of  the  sewer  in 
question* 

A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the  re  cons  true tion  of 
the  existing  Sewage  Pumping  Station  as  an  automatic 
electric  station,  complete  with  sump  and  chy  pump  well* 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  this-  work  will  shortly  be 
put  in  hand. 


AEPHINGTON: 


CHRISTOW: 


C0LAT0N 

RALEIGH: 


530  yards  of  9”  foul  sewer  were  laid  as  an  extension 
to  the  existing  sewage  system  to  cover  the  houses  in 
Chudleigh  Road. 

Work  commenced  in  October,  1951,  on  a  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the  Village  of  Chris tow ,  and 
work  is  proceeding  satisfactorily*  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  scheme  will  be  in  operation  by  Autumn,  1952* 

A  small  sewage  plant  to  serve  the  recently  erected 
Council  houses  was  brought  into  commission. 


SEWAGE  WORKS  The  Council  has  decided  to  institute  the  system  of 
MAINTENANCE  :  maintaining  the  various  Sewage  Works,  under  their 

control,  by  means  of  a  mobile  gang,  instead  of  isolated 
part-time  employees  at  each  -Works* 

Sundry  odd  lengths  of  collapsed  sewer  were  re-laid, 
cracked  manhole  covers  replaced,  ditches  and  dykes ,  etc* 
cleaned  out,  all  by  direct  labour. 


WATER  SUPPLIES: 

NORTH  This  scheme,  'which  was  prepared  by  the  Council’s 

REGIONAL  Consulting  Engineers,  some  time  ago,  was  completed, 

WATER  SUPPLY  under  their  direction  early  in  1952. 

SCHEME: 

WEST  REGIONAL  Work  commenced  on  this"  scheme  in  the  Summer  of  1951  > 
WATER  SUPPLY  and  is  still  proceeding  satisfactorily,  although  the 
SCHEME:  '"  progress  is  somewhat  slower  than  was  originally  hoped* 
This  work  is  again  being  carried  out  by  the  Council '  s 
Consulting  Engineers* 


The  following  schemes  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for 
approval: - 

BICTON  (Yettington)  Water  Supply* 

LYMPSTONE  -  Admiralty  Housing. 

BICTON  House  -  Water  Supply. 

SO  WON  and  CLYST  H0NIT0N  Water  Supply* 

The  first  three  have  now  been  approved* 


:2k. 


LYMPSTONE 

HATER 

SUPPLY: 


TOPSHAM  - 
"EUSHHGRE" 
PUMPING 
STATION: 


CHRISTOW: 


TAPPINGS, 

WATERWORKS 

MAINTENANCE, 

etc. : 


The  old  reciprocating  pump  broke  down,  and  has  been 
replaced  by  a  Sumo  Submersible  Bore  Hole  Pump. 

A  new  Bell  Chlorinator  was  installed  in  duplicate,  and 
spare  parts  were  ordered  for  the  Yfater  Level  Indicator. 

The  existing  ram  pumps  failed  and  upon  examination 
proved  to  be  beyond  repair.  They  were  accordingly 
replaced  with  a  Sumo  Submersible  Electric  Pump. 


A  "Belco"  drip-feed  Chlorinator  was  installed  on  the 
Artichoke  Hater  Supply. 

After  a  trial  period,  the  results  of  which  proved  very 
satisfactory,  from  an  economy  point  of  view,  the  Council 
decided  to  undertake  all  water  tappings  and  day  to  day 
maintenance  by  direct  labour.  The  Council  has  also  appointed 
a  Yfater  Inspector  to  undertake  waste  detection  and  supervise 
water  supplies  in  general. 

Waste  detection  apparatus  has  been  ordered,  together  with 
a  ’’Cintel"  Metal  Detector,  for  use  by  the  Water  Inspector. 

As  the  new  schemes  are  brought  into  operation,  consideration 
will  have  to  be  given  to  considerably  increasing  the  size 
of  this  direct  labour  force,  also  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Vfaterworks  Superintendent,  and  at  least  one  additional 
Yfater  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX  "A". 

Results  of  chemical  analysis  submitted  by  the 
Public  Analysts’  Laboratory,  Exeter. 

(parts  per  hundred  thousand) . 

— 

Bridford. 

Broad clyst .  ; 

Chris  tow. 

Harpford. 

Date* 

4*6.52. 

26.5*52. 

4.6.52.  j 

26.5.52. 

Chlorine  present 
as  Chlorides. 

1.6 

3*8 

1.5 

2.1 

Nitrogen  present 
as  Nitrites 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Nitrogen  present 
as  Nitrates. 

0.48 

1.2 

0.23 

0.56 

Phosphates 

slight  tra 

ce .  trace 

slight 

slight  trace 

Sulphates. 

- 

- 

trace 

Free  Carbon 

Dioxide 

0 

Total  hardness 
equivalent  to 

Calcium  Carbonate. 

4.8 

31*8 

7.1 

12.3 

Temporary  Hardness 
(annulled  by  boiling) 

0.7 

21.2 

3.9 

8.6 

Permanent  Hardness 
(not  altered  by 
boiling) 

4.1 

10.6 

3.2 

3*7 

Saline  Ammonia 

0 

0 

0.0018 

0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

O.OO36 

0.0012 

0.0022 

0.0016 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 
if  hours  at  27°  C. 

0.03 

0.015 

0.015 

0.01 

Oxygen  absorbed 
immediately. 

Lead. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Copper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Zinc 

0 

0 

0.2 

0 

Iron  in  solution 

0  . 

0 

0 

0 

Iron  in  sedimentary 

0 

0 

0 

0 

form 

Manganese 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Solid 

Constituents 

11.0 

51.0 

12.0 

22.5 

Organic  Matter 

very 

None 

None 

None 

observed  in  igniting 
the  Solid  Constituents . 

pH. 

slight 
trace . 

6.0 

7.4 

6.8 

6.8 

26. 


continued  over: - 


APPENDIX  "A"  (continued). 

lymp  stone 

Star  cross 

t 

Rushmoor 

Clystlands 

;  Top sham. 

Topsham. 

j  Date. 

4.6.52. 

4.6.52. 

;  26.5.52, 

26.5.52. 

|  Chlorine  present 

j  as  Chlorides . 

3.2 

2.5 

2.8 

4.2 

!  Nitrogen  present 

|  as  Nitrites . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

!  Nitrogen  present 
|  as  Nitrates. 

0.32 

0.52 

0.96 

1.10 

j  Phosphates 
|  Sulphates 

trace 

slight 

trace 

trace 

trace 

— 

{  Free  Carbon 
{  Dioxide 

— 

— 

** 

"■ 

!  Total  hardness 
i  equivalent  to 

Calcium  Carbonate 

j 

5 

1  27.5 

6.5 

27.1 

17.6 

1  Temporary  hardness 
!  (annulled  hy  boiling) 

!  23.5 

1.0 

22.7 

7.8 

j  Permanent  Hardness 

|  (not  altered  "by 
i  boiling) 

4.0 

5.5 

4.4 

9.8 

!  Saline  Ammonia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0014 

0.0016 

0.0016 

0.0016 

I  Oxygen  absorbed  in 

0.015 

1  4  hours  at  27°  C. 

0.02 

0.02 

0.015 

I  Oxygen  absorbed 
i  immediately 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Lead 

0 

Q 

0 

i 

0 

j  Copper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

j  Zinc 

o 

0 

0 

0 

j  Iron  in  solution 

0 

0 

0 

Iron  in  sedimentary 
j  form 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Manganese 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I  Total  Solid 
j  Constituents 

38.0 

13.0 

42.5 

4L.0 

!  Organic  Matter 
j  observed  in  igniting 
j  the  Solid  Constituents 

None 

Slight 

trace 

j  None 

None 

6.5 

i  pH. 

7.4 

5-5 

7.7 

27 


